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Agenda at a Glance
	Time
	Session
	Presenter

	9:00–9:15 a.m.
	Welcome
	DEAL President

	9:15–10:15 a.m.
	Keynote: Beyond the Score: Seeing the Child, Shaping What Comes Next
	Dr. Brynn Biggs

	10:15–10:30 a.m.
	Break
	

	10:30–11:30 a.m.
	Session 1: Responsive Assessment: Considerations for All Learners
	Dr. Eric López

	11:30–11:40 a.m.
	Break
	

	11:40 a.m.–12:40 p.m.
	Session 2: Shifting the Data Lens: Why Assessment Works Best as a Compass, Not a Final Destination
	Dr. Ingrid Cumming

	12:40–12:50 p.m.
	Break
	

	12:50–1:50 p.m.
	Session 3: Title Forthcoming
	Dr. David Kilpatrick

	1:50–2:00 p.m.
	Break
	

	2:00–2:30 p.m.
	Closing
	DEAL President-Elect


[bookmark: session_details]Session Details
[bookmark: welcome_9_00_9_15_a_m]Welcome | 9:00–9:15 a.m.
Presenter: DEAL President
[bookmark: keynote_9_15_10_15_a_m]Keynote | 9:15–10:15 a.m.
[bookmark: beyond_the_score_seeing_the_child_24ae6c]Beyond the Score: Seeing the Child, Shaping What Comes Next
Presenter: Dr. Brynn Biggs
Assessment gives us valuable information about how students learn, where they struggle, and what supports they may need. But what happens when the scores begin to tell the story for the student? In this keynote, Dr. Brynn Biggs brings together three deeply personal perspectives that have shaped the way she views assessment: as an individual with a disability who experienced special education and evaluation herself, as a special educator and transition professional, and now as the parent of a child with a disability. Through her own experiences and the story of her daughter, Nolyn, Brynn explores the space between standardized scores and the complex, capable person behind them.
Together, we will consider how assessment results can influence expectations, opportunities, educational decisions, and ultimately the path toward adulthood. Assessment should help us better understand the person in front of us. It should inform what comes next, not determine how far we believe someone can go.
About the presenter: 
Dr. Brynn V. Biggs brings a unique perspective to special education as an educator, researcher, parent of a child with a disability, and an individual with a disability herself. Her career has spanned the special education classroom, transition services, district leadership, statewide technical assistance, and higher education, with a consistent focus on improving outcomes for students with disabilities.
Brynn earned her Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from Sam Houston State University and is also a certified Educational Diagnostician and Principal. Her professional work and research focus on transition, interdisciplinary collaboration, and meaningful opportunities for students with disabilities. Across each of her roles, Brynn believes in looking beyond labels and scores to see the strengths, possibilities, and person behind them.
[bookmark: transition_break_10_15_10_30_a_m] Break | 10:15–10:30 a.m.
[bookmark: session_1_10_30_11_30_a_m]

Session 1 | 10:30–11:30 a.m.
[bookmark: responsive_assessment_considerati_7a6d7b]Responsive Assessment: Considerations for All Learners
Presenter: Dr. Eric López
Understanding responsive practices is essential to ensuring appropriate interactions and interventions. This presentation will review constructs essential to working with all students and their families. Practitioners will gain practical information, strategies, and useful ideas they can put into practice.
About the presenter: 
Dr. Eric J. López is a Professor at Texas A&M University-San Antonio (A&M-SA) in the Educator and Leadership Preparation Department. In addition to teaching undergraduate and graduate courses, he serves as Co-Lead of the Educational Diagnostician Program. Born and raised on the south side of San Antonio, Texas, Dr. López has over 25 years of higher education experience.
Dr. López received his Ph.D. and Ed.S. in School Psychology from the University of Iowa and his B.A. in History from Texas A&M University. He worked as a Bilingual School Psychologist in the Las Cruces Public Schools before joining the faculty at New Mexico State University.
Dr. López is a Nationally Certified School Psychologist (NCSP), a Nationally Certified Educational Diagnostician (NCED), and a Certified Community Health Worker-Instructor (CHW-I). His research interests include responsive assessment, consultation, and intervention. He is also Co-Principal Investigator for the Transition University for Career Advancement and Successful Adulthood program and the Alamo Bridges: Pioneering Workforce Transitions for Texans with Disabilities program.
[bookmark: transition_break_11_30_11_40_a_m][bookmark: session_2_11_40_a_m_12_40_p_m]Break | 11:30–11:40 a.m.






Session 2 | 11:40 a.m.–12:40 p.m.
[bookmark: shifting_the_data_lens_why_assess_670a65]Shifting the Data Lens: Why Assessment Works Best as a Compass, Not a Final Destination
Presenter: Dr. Ingrid Cumming
While the debate surrounding student assessment is often polarizing, assessment remains a permanent fixture in modern education. The critical question is not whether assessment is necessary, but how we can transform it into a meaningful, personalized process that truly serves learners. Assessment is not a one-size-fits-all endeavor, nor should a single metric define a student’s potential or trajectory.
This session explores how educators can rethink assessment as an ongoing, supportive partnership rather than an isolated administrative requirement. Attendees will examine practical approaches to leveraging data as a compass, using progress monitoring and multifaceted insights to guide real-time instructional shifts. By moving away from hyper-reliance on singular data points, we can reclaim assessment as an individualized tool designed to empower instruction, foster equity, and honor the whole child.
About the presenter: 
Ingrid Cumming, Ed.D., is a retired educator and disability services coordinator in Exceptional Student Education with Orange County Public Schools and a lecturer at the University of Central Florida and Valencia College. She holds a Doctorate in Education from the University of Central Florida, where she participated in the National Urban Special Education Leadership Initiative (NUSELI). Dr. Cumming is dedicated to student-directed planning, special education advocacy, and instructional strategies that support diverse learners.
[bookmark: transition_break_12_40_12_50_p_m]Break | 12:40–12:50 p.m.
[bookmark: session_3_12_50_1_50_p_m]






Session 3 | 12:50–1:50 p.m.
[bookmark: title_forthcoming]Title Forthcoming
Presenter: Dr. David Kilpatrick
Session description and learning objective forthcoming.
About the presenter: 
David A. Kilpatrick, Ph.D., is a professor emeritus of psychology at the State University of New York at Cortland and currently serves as Adjunct Lecturer in Psychology. He is a New York State certified school psychologist with 28 years of experience in schools. He has been teaching courses in learning disabilities and educational psychology since 1994.
David is a reading researcher and the author of two books on reading, Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties and Equipped for Reading Success. He is also a co-editor of Reading Development and Difficulties: Bridging the Gap Between Research and Practice.
[bookmark: transition_break_1_50_2_00_p_m]Break | 1:50–2:00 p.m.
[bookmark: closing_2_00_2_30_p_m]Closing | 2:00–2:30 p.m.
Presenter: DEAL President-Elect
[bookmark: meet_the_presenters]
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